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Instructors:

Larry Roper
Ruth Sterner
Brian Stroup 

*Office Hours by appointment only* 

Required Text:

Navigating the Research University: A Guide for First-Year Students, second 
edition by Dr. Britt Andreatta 
Your text can be found at the OSU Bookstore.
A copy of the text is available for check out at The Valley Library circulation desk.

U-Engage:

This first year (more specifically, the first term) is a critical time for you as a incoming 
college student. According to student development theory, student retention rates are 
strongly tied to successful, integrated transitions from high school to college. ALS 199: 
U-Engage was developed to help you with your transition to OSU. U-Engage will 
provide information about what it means to attend a research university, explore the 
values and mission of OSU’s, integrate you as members of our scholarly community, and 
explore the resources available to you as OSU students. Additionally, U-Engage is your 
opportunity to discover what it means to be a college student and face the challenges of 
your first term of college in a supportive environment.

Learner Outcomes:

By the end of this term, U-Engage students will be able to:
1. Communicate what it means to be a member of the OSU community and a 

research university.
2. Gain an understanding of the roles of faculty, students, administrators, and 

community in the formation of the social and educational culture of campus.
3. Communicate shared values of our OSU community.
4. Access information and resources on campus.

How You Will Learn:

Learner outcomes will be met through reading, writing, discussions, self-assessments and 
group work. 

Learner Expectations and Course Ground Rules:

1. Turn in assignments on time



2. Participate in all course activities
3. Attend class and remain for the entire time
4. Be respectful of the dignity of other class participants
5. Turn off pagers and phones and do not text during class

What You Will Learn:

WEEK 1 – Welcome to OSU
 Lecture: Introductions, Syllabus Review, Introduction to the OSU Community 

(Mission/Vision/Goals, OSU shared student values, Organizational chart)
 Recitation: Why OSU, Get to Know You Activity, Recitation expectations
 Assignment: Read pages 18-26 before recitation this week. Read Chapters 1 & 2 

for lecture next week.


WEEK 2 – The First-Year Experience
 Lecture: Student Development Theory
 Recitation: The first-year experience
 Assignments: Read Chapter 3 for next week

WEEK 3 – Academic Success
Experiential Activity #1 due in lecture

 Lecture: Critical Thinking & Success Tips
 Recitation: Reading Quiz, Learning Styles
 Assignments: Read Chapter 4 for next week 

WEEK 4 – Campus Safety
 Lecture: Safety on Campus
 Recitation: Campus Resource tour/Scavenger Hunt
 Assignments: Read Chapter 5 for next week

WEEK 5 – Degrees, Majors and Careers
Mid-term paper due in lecture

 Lecture: Bacc Core, Choosing your path
 Recitation: Academic logistics: blackboard usage, zero to success handout, how 

register refresher
 Assignments: Read Chapter 6 for next week

WEEK 6 – Healthy Living
Fire-side Chat reflection due in lecture

 Lecture: Guest speakers – Sexual Violence Prevention, Alcohol Abuse prevention
 Recitation: Reading Quiz, Campus wellness resources, planning for health 
 Assignments: Read Chapter 7 for next week. Re-read “Unpacking the Invisible 

Knapsack” article from New Student Convocation

WEEK 7 – Diverse Community
 Lecture: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack article review, Social Justice & OSU 

shared values



 Recitation: Cultural Center Tours
 Assignments: Read Chapter 8 for next week

WEEK 8 – Leadership & Involvement
Experiential Activity #2 due

 Lecture: Leadership – social change model
 Recitation: Reading Quiz, Assessing your Strengths, Involvement at OSU
 Assignments: Make sure you have turned in all assignments. Continue to work on 

your final project.

WEEK 9 – Exploring in depth
 Lecture: Follow-up to either Healthy Living or Diverse Community lectures
 Recitation: Preparing for finals & reducing stress
 Assignments: Final project work! It is due next week.

WEEK 10
Final Projects due in lecture

 Lecture: Reflections on the term & Final Project grading
 Recitation: Wrap-up
 Assignments: Keep in touch!

Assessing What You Have Learned:
ALS 199 is a 2-credit graded course.
Experiential Activities (10 points each) 20 points
Fireside Chat Reflection 15 points
Reading Quizzes (5 points each, you may drop your lowest score) 20 points
Quick Writes ( 1 point each) 10 points
Midterm paper 15 points
Final Project 20 points
TOTAL 100 points

Grading Scale:
A = 92-100 pts C+ = 78-79 D- = 60-61
A- = 90-91 C= 72-77 F = 59 or below
B+ = 88-89 C- = 70-71
B = 82-87 D+ = 68-69
B- = 80-81 D = 62-67

Assignments
All assignments must be complete to pass the class.

1. Experiential Activities: During the quarter you must select and attend 2 experiential 
activities; one must relate to your academic experience and one must relate to your 
social/community experience. After participating in the activity, you must complete 
the Experiential Evaluation. Choose an experience that will challenge you –
something you would not normally do.



a. Academic: Attend an academic advising appointment, interview a professor 
about their research, meet with an Academic Success Specialist (in the 
Academic Success Center), schedule an appointment with the Center for 
Writing and Learning, attend a tutoring session at the Collaborative Leaning 
Center (http://osulibrary.oregonstate.edu/clc/), attend an academic success 
program in your residence hall.

b. Community: Attend a student club meeting, attend a cultural event at/hosted 
by one of the six cultural centers, complete a project at the craft center, join 
and participate on an intramural sports team, attend a student senate meeting 
(http://asosu.oregonstate.edu/), participate in a residence hall event/program.

If you have an idea for an experiential activity not listed here, you must clear it with 
one of your lecture instructors.

2. Fireside Chat reflection: You must attend one fireside chat, hosted by the OSU 
President, Provost or Vice Provost for Student Affairs. In recitation you will work to 
prepare questions to ask during the chat. You will also need to submit a 1-2 page 
reflection of your experience at the fireside chat. What did you learn?

3. Reading quizzes: Quizzes based on reading from your textbook will be given in your 
recitations during week 3, week 4, week 6, week 7, and week 8.

4. Quick Writes: At the beginning of each class period we will provide you with 1-3 
minutes to write about the weekly reading assignment or last week’s lecture. We will 
be looking for 1 or 2 key concepts or ideas that you took away from class and a brief 
example of how you can apply something you learned to your success this term and 
beyond. Each “quick write” is worth one point (ten points for the term). This is also an 
opportunity for you identify concepts or issues that you would like to talk more about 
during your recitation session. Peer leaders will collect Quick Writes at the end of 
each class.

5. Midterm Paper: Using Chickering & Reisser’s 1993 article (see your textbook):
a. In a 4-5 page paper, analyze and discuss where you think you are now on each 

of the seven developmental vectors. Give specific examples to support your 
analyses of development.

b. Discuss how you can design your remaining undergraduate experience at OSU 
to maximally develop along the seven vectors (i.e. outline a specific 3-4 year 
plan for yourself).

c. Utilize the reading and lectures from ALS 199 to support your analysis and 
developmental plans. Utilize the Academic Success Center website to identify 
specific services and opportunities that might be helpful for you.

d. Support your paper with evidence from your own experience and other’s – i.e. 
tell us your opinion and why you have it. However, you MUST also use 
information from class (text, lecture, recitation section, other classes, TV and 
other media, etc.)

6. Final Group Project: 
a. Students will be placed in to groups of 5 within their recitation sections. 
b. As a group, create a thoughtful visual representation on the topic: “Advice 

from our Transition to College” 
i. As you create this, think of your audience as next year’s first-year 

students.
ii. You will use your experiences – but you also MUST include 

information from class. Hint: Back up your advice – tell students what 



they should do BUT also WHY they should do it using information 
from your textbook, lecture, recitation, etc. to support your reasoning

iii. Be creative! You can make a video, a poster, a PowerPoint – show the 
personality of your group.

c. Your work will be graded in lecture during week 10. Recitation sections will 
vote on 1 of their groups to represent them in a showcase to be held during 
finals week – open to all of campus.

What are we looking for in your assignments?
We expect that you will put some thought into your assignments and that you will critically 
engage the spirit of the task. Late work is not accepted. All papers should be typed and 
double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman, standard margins. 

Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend each lecture and recitation session. There is direct 
correlation between your presence in this class and the success of this course. Each week 
represents 10% of the class and a completely new topic. You are expected to attend and
participate both in lecture and discussion section. Absences will only be excused for 
documented illnesses and emergencies—please submit documentation to your instructor. 
If you need to be absent, you should notify your instructor ahead of time.

DISABILITY STATEMENT: 
“Students with documented disabilities who may need accommodations, who have any 
emergency medical information the instructor should know of, or who need special 
arrangements in the event of evacuation, should make an appointment with the instructor 
as early as possible, no later than the first week of the term.”

EQUALITY STATEMENT:
“The instructors are dedicated to establishing a learning environment that promotes 
diversity of the student’s race, culture, gender, sexual orientation, and physical disability. 
Anyone noticing discriminatory behavior in this class, or if you feel discriminated against, 
please bring it to the attention of the instructors.”

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT:
The instructors will hold you accountable to the highest standards of academic integrity. 
You should read and understand the policy on academic integrity as published at the OSU 
website: http://success.oregonstate.edu/study/honesty.cfm



Fire-side chats

All will be held in the rotunda of the Library

10/15 1:00pm-2:00pm (President Ray)

2:00pm-3:00pm (President Ray)

10/16 2:00pm-3:00pm (Larry Roper, VP Student Affairs)

10/20 4:00pm-5:00pm (Larry Roper, VP Student Affairs)

10/23 4:00pm-5:00pm (Sabah Randhawa, Provost)

10/27 3:00pm-4:00pm (Sabah Randhawa, Provost)

10/28 3:00pm-4:00pm (President Ray)

4:00pm-5:00pm (President Ray)

10/29 3:00pm-4:00pm (Sabah Randhawa, Provost)

10/30 3:00pm-4:00pm (Sabah Randhawa, Provost)


